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BARRY LAKE 

 
Barry is Senior Program Advisor in Western Economic Diversification (WD) Headquarters in Edmonton with 
responsibility for the Community Futures Program.   

 
Barry has over 20 years experience in program and policy development and delivery with the Government of 
Canada, as well as 12 years with the Province of Alberta Treasury Branches.  He has a Bachelor of Commerce 
degree from the University of Calgary. 

 
Barry has served in various capacities within WD including Regional Manager of Entrepreneurship, Partnership 
and Program Services, Regional Manager for the Community Futures program and the Senior Advisor in the 
Client Service Branch, all in the Alberta region.   

 
Barry brings a unique combination of practical experience, gained through the facilitation of the establishment 
of a number of community-based economic development organizations, together with program development 
and design experience. 

 
In 2004, on behalf of the four Regional Development Agencies, he wrote the cabinet submission that renewed 
the Community Futures program for an additional five years.  

 
 
  MARK GALE 

Senior Business Officer 
Western Economic Diversification Canada 
Manitoba Region 

 
Mark grew up in Western Canada and started his career in the public service with Supply and Services 
Canada in 1979.  He subsequently held various positions in regional and headquarters environments with the 
Public Service Commission, Veterans Affairs Canada, and Communication Canada. 

Mark joined Western Economic Diversification Canada in 1996 and is a Senior Business Officer.  He currently 
is the federal coordinator responsible for the tripartite Winnipeg Partnership Agreement (WPA) with the 
Province of Manitoba and The City of Winnipeg. 

Mark has extensive experience in communications, financial management, planning, and performance 
measurement.  He holds Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Commerce (honours) degrees from the University of 
Manitoba. 
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